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“The Sun when risen furnishes people with a single external eye but the saints furnish them with many eyes. The saints are

true Gods and true friends. They are myself, the Atman”.

LORD KRISHNA TO UDDHAVA

In Andhra Pradesh, the towns of Bapatla, Chirala and their neighbourhoods played a unique role in freedom struggle.

The people actively participated in non-cooperation movement in a peaceful manner.

The traditional name of Bapatla was “Bhavapuri”, meaning the seat of Lord Bhavanarayana Swamy. The famous

temple of the Lord attracted thousands of pilgrims everyday throughout the year. In course of time, Bapatla was

adopted as surname of certain families in the area and one such family was Sri Bapatla Veerayya garu and his

forefathers. They served as hereditary trustees of this famous temple. Sri Bapatla Veerayya garu held the post of

village Karanam (Village Revenue Accountant) of Cheruvu village near Jammulapalem in Bapatla Taluk from

1902-1947. He was married to Chinapunnamma from an orthodox family. Sri Veerayya garu inherited a few acres of

agricultural land in the village but the annual yield was very low and the income from it was meager. Smt.

Chinapunnamma garu learnt Sanskrit language and acquired much proficiency in it and was a good devotee of Lord

Subrahmanyeswara Swamy.

The parents were blessed with two sons and two daughters. The eldest son was named as Hanumantha Rao. Sri

Hanumantha Rao garu was born on 14th September, 1902 in Sravana Nakshatra on Vamana Dwadasi day. He was

brought up with great care and affection by the parents. His mother being an ardent devotee of the Lord

Subrahmanyeswara Swamy, used to read aloud Sanksrit devotional Slokas repeatedly. This made Sri Hanumantha

Rao garu as a child to learn by heart all those bits and retain the same in his memory. Thus, soon the boy developed

keen interest to learn Sanskrit Language. At the tender age of 12, in Sri Hanumantha Rao garu’s life, a very

unfortunate event took place. Providence separated him from the love of his dear mother. His father and aunt took

care of the boy. Sri Hanumantha Rao garu received elementary and high school education in Bapatla town and

joined in local oriental college and passed Ubhaya Bashapraveena (Sanskrit and Telugu). His poetic skills used to

astonish his teachers. Poetry used to flow from him spontaneously. Later he underwent teacher’s training also and

built up a brilliant record. Thus, he was qualified for the post of a teacher.

He joined as teacher in Appikatla village nearby and during this period he attended many literary discourses and

came into contact with great Sanskrit Scholars, which improved his poetic skills greatly. Sri Hanumanta Rao Garu

was adept to write poetry in Tetageeti, Ataveladi and Vruttams very fluently. He wrote a book in Verses on Lord

Bhavanarayana Swamy and Rajya Lakshmi Devi and offered them to the Lords Feet and received Blessings of the

Lord.

Sri Hanumanta Rao garu while discharging duties as a teacher developed interest to write a book “Bhagavad Gita”

in Sweet Telugu, comprising poems in Tetageeti and Ataveladi. The most abstruse and difficult and subtle words in

theology on the above had undergone a translation into Telugu in a very simple, sweet and catchy manner. A person



with a little bit of Telugu learning could be able to grasp the meaning. This book was printed with a foreword

written by Eminent Telugu Scholars of the day namely Sri Chellapilla Venkata Sastry (one of the poets in duo of

Tirupati Venkata Kavulu ) and was greatly appreciated by Dr. D.S. Reddy, the then Vice-Chancellor. This book was

written by Sri Hanumanta Rao Garu barely at the age of 22. It gave a signal that many useful works would soon flow

from his pen. Its manuscript was completed in 1924, in the same year he was blessed with a great son who was

named as Pardhasaradhy, the name of Lord Krishna. This book was published in 1930 taking six years to come out

of the press. The second addition of this book was published in 1978 by this illustrious son Sri Pardhasaradhy Garu,

nearly 50 years after the first addition. In the second addition very eminent poets of the day like Sri Minnikanti

Gurunadha Sharma praised the talent of the author.

At the age of 20, Sri Hanumantha Rao garu’s marriage took place with Kameswaramma garu. On 10th September

1924, they were blessed with a Son, who was named as Venkata Pardhasaradhy. Sri Hanumantha Rao garu thought

that naming his son in the above manner would be appropriate in reverence to Lord Krishna, who had given strength

and power to complete the book “Bhagavad Gita”. Sri Pardhasaradhy garu spent his childhood in Bapatla and

studied at local high school, passed S.S.L.C securing good marks and cherished to go for higher studies. However,

his father advised with great foresight to put an end to further studies and settle in employment and support the

family. The Son obeyed his father’s advice and worked as a clerk in Chirala in a Cooperative Society for a short

period and resigned the job and joined as Rationing Inspector. At this point of time, his Grandfather Sri. Veerayaya

garu, village karanam of Cheruvu village passed away and the post fell vacant. As this post was a hereditary one, on

the advice of his father, Sri Pardhasaradhy garu took charge as Cheruvu village Karanam in 1948 and worked in the

same post till 1983 and rendered exemplary service. He received several awards from many district collectors and

also a medal from President of India.

Sri Pardhasaradhy garu was married to Umabai hailed from Chirala in the year 1941. She was the eldest daughter of

a noble couple Sri. Chirala Koteswara Rao garu and Smt.Kameswaramma garu. By the time of her marriage

Smt.Umabai was 11 years old. The couple was blessed with six sons and two daughters. All the progeny occupied

very important posts in Civil life and inherited virtues from the parents in rendering the Devine Service. By this

alliance Bapatla varu and Chirala varu came closer in matrimony, It is not a wonder that all the family members

have become devotes of Sai Baba and developed deep love and attachment towards Sadguru Sainath.

The period from 1935-1944 was not only in the history of the country but also in the world was a critical and testing

period. The clouds of impending II World War were mounting high and inside the country tumultuous situation

prevailed everywhere and there was great unrest throughout the country due to scarcity of all necessities and

luxuries ran high and there was tense situation in the state .By this time Sri.Hanumantha Rao garu was working in

Parchuru as teacher. He felt that the financial position of the family was not happy. During this sensitive period

Varginia Tobacco cultivation in Guntur District offered prosperity to many. Several traders were benefited in

marketing tobacco business. Sri Hanumantha Rao Garu took a bold decision and applied long leave to his job and

took up this business on commission basis. For a short spell, this worked well but in the long run this caused great

havoc and losses mounted up and he failed to pay the dues to many and was locked up in civil litigation .To avoid



further complication he disposed all the ancestral property and settled the issue and came out honorably and re-

joined as teacher in the school. Later he was promoted as Grade I Telugu Pandit and posted to Chinnaganjam Z.P,

High School. This was a blessing in disguise. This change was a great favour made to him by his classmate Sri

Pamulapati Venkata Krishnayya Chowdary who held the post of President of Guntur Zilla Board. This helped him

to teach the students of higher class.

Sri Hanumantha Rao Garu though promoted to higher post, the prevailing economic conditions failed to keep his

mind in a cool peaceful atmosphere. With the disposal of properties and with the family worries, he became

desperate and on the night of 27th December 1944 in a mentally disturbed state, he decided to commit suicide and

ending his life by swallowing a few poisonous pills, preserved then in a packet, which he put under his pillow but

may be with Divine intervention he forgot to take it and fell into deep sleep. In the early hours of morning he had a

dream. Saibaba of Shirdi appeared in the dream and introducing himself and felicitated him for his theological

writings and advised him to write about Him. When Sri Hanumantha Rao Garu was still in a confused state, Sai

Baba showed Himself as Sri Rama, Krishna, Siva, Maruti and Datta Swarupas and he was greatly astonished. He

woke up from the dream and in the next morning a messenger from Chirala was found waiting at his house with a

call from Pujya Sri B.V. Narasimha Swamy of All India Sai Samaj, Mylapore, Chennai camping in Chirala on Sai

Baba’s mission carrying Propaganda and advised Sri Hanumantha Rao Garu to see him at Chirala. So, Sri

Hanumantha Rao Garu having experienced in the dream of Sai Baba accompanied the messenger to Chirala and

bowed before Swamyji. The Darshan of Swamy transformed his life. Swamyji offered his blessings to him and gave

Sai Baba’s photo and a few books in English written by him on Sai Baba for translating into Telugu and gave Udhi

and Prasad. He assured that he would not have to face any more problems in his life and advised him to serve Baba

with Nista and Saburi (Faith and Patience) and assured Baba would take care of all his burdens. Sri Hanumantha

Rao Garu returned to Chinnaganjam, appraised his wife of all the events that transpired there and later studied

deeply the books given by Swamyji and maintained contacts with him throughout his life and began to worship Sai

Baba regularly with Puja and Archana and took up the task of translation into Telugu of the books given by Swamyji.

With the financial support given by his son, Sri Hanumantha Rao Garu purchased in Chinnaganjam near railway

gate on the main road a tiled house with 207 Sq. yards of open land and started residing in it with his wife Smt

Kameswaramma. In the open land of house, a thatched shed was erected exclusively for worship, in which he began

to do Puja and Archana and took up translation of the books from this shed (This shed was improved later by

permanent structure). The translations, that Sri. Hanumantha Rao Garu made in Telugu were printed as serial in Sai

Sudha, a monthly Magazine maintained by All India Sai Samaj, Mylapore, Chennai. These articles made profound

influence on the devotees and Saibaba’s name became popular among Telugu people. Sri Hanumantha Rao Garu

participated in several meetings conducted in Chennai which were attended by Das Ganu Maharaj and Rege

Maharaj and attended meetings conducted at various places and spoke on the teachings of Saibaba. Sri Hanumantha

Rao Garu in the first instance wrote a book named “Sri Sai Baba Pooja Sthavamulu” consisting Nithya Puja

Vidhanam, Sahasranamavali, Arati’s etc written in Telugu. From the pen of Sri. Hanumantha Rao Garu, books like

 Sri Sai Mananam



 Sri Sai Karuna

 Sri Sai Baba kooda Devudena? (SandehaNivruthi )

 Sri Sai Vijayamu (Jangama Kadha)

 Sri Sai Nadha Bodhamrutam - 643 teachings of Sri Sai Baba

 Sri Sai Anusaranamu

 Sri Sai Kabir Sookthulu etc followed.

Several Devotees used to address him through letters and seek to do puja on their behalf with (Gothram and names)

and send Prasad of Sai Baba. This Sri Hanumantha Rao Garu used to comply and send Baba’s Blessings and his

wife Smt. Kameswaramma garu extended good support to him and this gave a lot of confidence on Sai Baba among

the devotees.

The year 1957 was a land mark in the life of Sri Hanumantha Rao Garu as he reached superannuation and had to

retire soon from service and in those days the post does not carry pensionary benefits. He rushed to Chennai and

offered Prayers at Baba’s feet and stayed one night in the Mandir. He had a dream in the night; Baba appeared and

assured him that there would be nothing to worry and He would take due care of him. On the strength of above

assurance, Sri. Hanumantha Rao garu returned home. By Sai Baba’s Grace he was given extension year after year

for a period of five years in the same High school of Chinnaganjam and took retirement in 1962. In addition, the

pensionary benefits were also extended to cover the category of posts he held and he retired on a monthly pension of

Rs. 37.50 per month. Sri Rao garu understood that all this was due to Sai Baba’s Grace and his joy knew no bounds.

With renewed vigour, he undertook translation of Sri. B.V. Narasimha Swamy’s work “Devotees experiences of Sai

Baba”. This book really was a master piece and brought great fame to Rao garu. The book no doubt a translation, its

contents were superbly presented and readers would have a feeling that it was a classical and original presentation

and against each devotee’s name a beautiful poem was written at the end of each chapter.

In the above book, Sri Hanumantha Rao Garu had shown in writing in prose that he was superior to many other

contemporaries of his age. Especially in chapter covering Madhavarao Deshpande’s Pilgrimage and Mahasamadhi

Parvam, he dealt the content in such an excellent manner and several chapters were written in a beautiful manner.

This book is named as “Yemee Ninnupekshintuna! - Life of Sri Sai Baba and Devotees”

The first part was published on Sai Baba’s 52nd Mahasamadhi Anniversary Day in 1970 and second part on 53rd

Mahasamadhi Anniversary Day in 1971, two years before the Pujyasri. Hanumantha Rao Garu left his mortal coil.

He died on 7.11.1973, an auspicious day of Khseerabdhi Dwadasi. By 1973 most of the books composed by him

remained either unpublished or needed second edition of publication which involved huge amounts. In addition to

much time consumed for proof reading etc. This needed a lot of financial support also which was lacking at his level.

Sri Hanumantha Rao Garu was in doubt whether the works he had written would ever be published and what Baba

would do, was his great concern. This point was expressed to his son, Sri B.V. Pardhasaradhy Garu a week before



his demise, but he was sure that Baba would certainly make way since several incidents in his life proved that Sai

Baba was Omniscient, Omnipotent and Omnipresent.

One instance was due to pressure of work; cataract developed in Sri Rao garu’s eyes and needed operation. However

as he could not afford to go for surgery, he prayed to Baba. Baba appeared in a dream, rubbed his eyes lovingly the

cataract was cured and his vision was improved. He never experienced any difficulty later. Sai Baba helped

Mahalsapati, Shyama, Dikshit, Das Ganu, Chandorkar and Vamana Rao Patil several times and matters in the life of

Sri Rao Garu and his son Sri B.V. Pardhasaradhy Garu, Sai Baba led them on the same path and made them as His

useful tools in service. They led a saintly life and reflected Ekatma Bhavana by their actions.

On one occasion, when guests were to be entertained in Sri Rao garu’s house for lunch, and as the rice were

exhausted, Baba made a local grocer drop a bag of rice on credit basis at his house and saved from an ugly situation. .

Saibaba helped Balaram Mankar to go from Poona to Bombay by giving a railway ticket freely. In a similar manner

Sai Baba helped Sri Hanumantha Rao garu. also at Chinnaganjam Railway station on a train journey.

Sri Hanumantha Rao garu once was saved from a major train accident while he was treading along a railway line

unnoticed of a coming train as Sri Hanumantha Rao Garu was deaf. Sai Baba used to help Sri. Hanumantha Rao

garu to continue write about him without interruption.

Once Sri. Hanumantha Rao garu with Kameswaramma garu planned to visit Shirdi and a day before the scheduled

date Sai Baba appeared in a dream and discouraged him to visit Shirdi and assured that He was very much in his

own house and with him, then why do come to Shirdi? were the words of Sai Baba. Both realized that Saibaba was

their Antaryami and their house was His Abode and continued to do service in a very dedicated manner and dropped

the proposal to visit Shirdi.

Sri Hanumantha Rao Garu maintained friendly relations with several eminent writers of his time. A few of the Shirdi

Sai Baba’s devotees like Sri. Podili Viswanadha Sarma garu and Sri. Manchiraju Suryanarayana Murty garu visited

Puttaparti and had Darsan and Blessings of Bhagavan Sri Satya Sai Baba and loved both with equal devotion. This

was the year 1961. In those days Bhagavan Satya Sai Baba used to spend a few days in White Field near Bangalore.

In 1961 all the three visited Bangalore and had Darsan of Bhagavan Satya Sai Baba. Bhagavan Satya Sai Baba gave

personnel interview to Rao Garu and revealed that His previous birth was Shirdi Sai Baba and conferred great

honours to him and Sri Rao Garu continued his love and devotion to Shirdi Sai Baba as well as to Bhagavan Satya

Sai Baba. Sri Satya Sai Baba openly declared that Sri. Hanumantha Rao garu was not only poet laurate of Sai Baba

Sanstan of Shirdi but also as well to Puttaparti Sanstan also. These remarks received great applause from the

gathering. This incident made Hanumantha Rao Garu to write a book “Naa Sai” in which he described that both the

avatars are one and the same and not different. This book was dedicated to Bhagavan Satya Sai Baba and was

offered at the feet of Satya Sai Baba. Three editions of the book released by Baba in Puttaparti on the occasion of

Baba’s birthday celebrations. This was made possible only by the efforts taken by Sri Pardhasardhy garu. He

inherited poetic talent from this father. As he was in a full-time job of a village Karanam, the discharge of these

duties occupied most of the time. The very little time he could spare was devoted to publication of the work of this



father and for bringing up of his children. With his retirement in 1983 from the service he actively concentrated

doing publications of the writings of this father. In addition to this credit, he attended several conventions and

meetings held in different places and delivered lectures on the life and teachings of Saibaba and also to his credit

wrote a few Sthotras inculcating devotees in Bhakati marga. A few of his outstanding works are given below which

were published under the banner of Sai Nilaya Prachuranalu.

 Sri Sai Deva Satakamu

 Sri Uma Maheswara Sthotramu.

 Sri Aditya Hrudayamu

 Das Ganu Stavanamanjari (in poetry)

 Sri Hanuma Geetika Tharavali

 Sri Sai Natha Karavalamba Sthotramu

 Sri Tapopasamanopakhyanamu & Uchista Bhojanayanamaha

 Sri Sai Baba of Shirdi - A God (Clarification of Doubts) (English Translation)

Sri. Pardhasaradhy garu encouraged several writers also and published their works under the banner of these

publications.

From the year 1985,Sri. Pardhasaradhy garu made it a principle to celebrate his father’s Birth Anniversary

Celebrations at Cheruvu Village for two days inviting devotees. This used to serve as a festive occasion in the house

and release of new Edition of the books invariably formed an important activity and Paadapuja to his mother and

honouring of poets used to take place. Those who attended these functions would cherish these memories for a long

long time.

The death of Sri Hanumantha Rao Garu on 7.11.1973 was a great shock not only to Sri. Pardhasaradhy garu as well

as to thousands of devotes and his colleagues. His father lived in Chinnaganjam for 40 years worshipping Baba.

During the year 1966, his father with great love on Shirdi Sai Baba placed a marble statue of Sai Baba in Puja Room

and began to worship regularly. After the demise of his father, his mother Kameswaramma was reluctant to come

from Chinnaganjam to Cheruvu Village to live along with her son but continued to worship Baba in the same

Mandir in Chinnaganjam by living alone. She did Aradhana with her husband from 1944 to 1973 and later alone for

another twenty-five years. An incident of this nature would be very rare. This showed that she was deeply attached

to Sai Baba. After a few days after Sri Hanumantha Rao left to Heaven Abode, Sri Pardhasaradhy Garu without

giving displeasure to his beloved mother arranged for her comfortable stay in Chinnaganjam, brought all the

manuscript writings of his father to Cheruvu village along with father’s padukas and continued the mission from

Cheruvu village under the banner of “Sri Sai Nilaya Prachuranalu.” He carried Sai Baba’s message and arranged

publication of his father’s books edition by edition with the support of devotees. All the books written by his father



were printed and supplied on to the devotees in an admirable and unparalleled manner.

An outstanding contribution of Sri Pardhasaradhy garu is that in the book “Yemee Ninnupekshintuna! - Life of Sri

Sai Baba and Devotees” lateral editions he included the experiences of a few more devotees of Sai Baba like Sai

Padananda Sri Radha Krishna Swamiji of Bangalore, Swamy Kesavayyaji of Chennai, Maataji Krishna Priya, Smt.

Poolamma garu etc. and lastly of his father Sri Bapatla.Hanumantha.Rao garu too. As “Sai Tatwa Pracharak” he

rendered valuable service. This service he did completely surrendering himself to Sai Baba. He served as Hon.

Editor to “Yemee Ninnupekshintuna! (Aum Sai Ram)” monthly journal run from Guntur for a few years. Advanced

age does not prevent him to attend to propaganda of Sai Baba and he infused thousands in Bhakti movement.

Unfortunately he was suffering for a long time from diabetes, blood pressure and sciatica pains, but undeterred by

his ailments he carried out his mission with great vigor and enthusiasm.

The death of his beloved mother in 1999, followed within two years in 2001 the parting of his beloved wife Umabai

garu created great gulf in the life of Sri Pardhasaradhy garu. He fulfilled the responsibility cast upon him by his

father, but there were traces of feeling in him he could not repay Matru runa, that he had not taken due care of his

mother. This is such a very difficult one to anyone to totally repay the debt to one’s mother. With his mother’s death

he brought the marble Archamoorthi of Sri Sai Baba and all the material to Cheruvu village and continued the

worship of Sai Baba.

He himself installed a Sri Sai Baba Moorthi in his newly erected house earlier at Cheruvu on his Shastipoorthi Day

and worshipped Baba along with Moorthi worshipped by his parents at Chinnaganjam and the Padukas of his

father, Sri Hamumantha Rao garu ,whom he considered as Guru Daivam. He often quotes “JANAKU

CHARANABJAMULE NAAKU SARANAMAGUNU” i.e the lotus feet of my father is my place of surrender.

Many Sai devotees used to write regularly to him seeking Blessings of Sri Sai Baba for removal of their hardships

and he used to convey their pleas to Baba and send back answers along with Baba’s Blessings. Devotees very fondly

would receive the loving words of Sri Pardhasaradhy garu and felt joy and peace and their troubles soon came to end

by Baba’s Grace.

In all the efforts of Sri Pardhasaradhy Garu, the support given by his wife Smt.Umabai was ideal and unparallel.

Many Devotees used to visit Cheruvu village to seek Blessings of this noble couple and devotees were fed by Mataji

Umabai garu with great love and affection and they leave with great satisfaction and happiness.

In addition to the above health complications of Sri Pardhasaradhy garu, cardiac problems made matters worse. In

the deteriorating state of his health Pardhasardhy garu made appeal to all devotees requesting to fulfill the desire for

construction of SHIRDI SAI BABA MANDIR in Chinnaganjam in the vacant plot area which served as abode to his

beloved parents and to Sai Baba of Shirdi. To this purpose, a Trust (SRI HANUMA SAI KUTEERAM TRUST) was

formed with his Sons & Daughters and Devotees as Trustees and with Sri.B.V. Subrahmanya Sai, his eldest son as

Managing Trustee. He donated the site to Trust for the above purpose and a registered deed was executed. This was

done in the last quarter of the year 2004. This was the will of Sai Baba, there was quick response from all the

devotees and a beautiful Sai Baba Temple came up in the year 2007 at this place with Presiding Deities Sri Ganapati,



Sri Dattatreya, Sri Dhyana Anjaneya and Sri Subrahmanya sahita Sri Shirdi Sai Baba. From this Divine Peetham,

the Clarion Voice of Sai Baba would be heard by one and all, His blessings in plenty soon.

The Anniversary Celebrations takes place here every year for 3 days. The daily and yearly Sevas and Celebrations

are taking place in the temple with great devotion and fervor with participation of devotees of Chinnaganjam,

Sopirala villages and from far off places, not only in the state but also from other states and abroad. Annadanam is

done on every Thursday and in large number during Annual Celebrations, GuruPurnima, Baba Mahasamadhi Day

and Baba’s Birthday and also on Punya thidhi of Sri Hanumantha Rao Garu and Sri Yerra Viswanatham Garu, a

Maharaja poshaka of the temple.

We are deeply indebted to Sai Baba, the Incarnation of Dattatreya. His ways are mysterious. He had given birth to

the trio and to their life partners - Sri Veerayya Garu and Smt Chinapunnammagaru: Sri Hanumantha Rao garu &

Smt Kameswaramma garu; Sri Venkata Pardhasardhy garu and Smt Umabai garu. This great trio were borne with a

divine purpose and the ephemeral human body of these “Karana Janmulu” achieved fully its objective and souls

merged in the Lotus Feet of Sai Baba in the Jagadatma. They set an ideal example to thousands of Devotees of Sai

Baba. They earned Mokshadikaratva. They looked at the creation and lived in a manner as Lord Krishna Said in

Geeta.

|”Samam Sarvesu Bhutesu”|”Tisthantam Paramesvaram” |

|”Vinasyatsv Avinasyantam”|”Yah Pasyati Sa Pasyati”|

13-18 Bhagavad Geeta

OM SAI RAM


